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pending operations against 'Alam 'All Khan, who was
already on his way to Burhanpur, and had received Im-
perial firmans, confirming his Subedari of the six subahs
of the Deccan and the faujdari of Carnatic and Bijapur.
Mubariz Khan and Diler Khan were also informed
officially of this arrangement.1 'Alam 'All Khan came
to know of the catastrophe through those Barha soldiers
who had^ escaped from the battle and had joined his
troops. 'Alam 'All Khan had reached Fardapur, midway
between Aurangabad and Burhanpur, early in May,
1720, at the head of 30,000 horse including 12,000
Marathas. By the orders of Raja Sahu a contingent of
troops under well-known generals, Santaji Sindhia,
Khanderao Dabhade, Shankarjl Malhar, Kanhojl Bhon-
sla, and others was despatched to join 'Alam 'All's forces:
According to instructions from Sahu, Bajl Rao who was
campaigning in Khandesh, also joined 'Alam 'All Khan.
The latter despatched his vanguard in the direction of Bur-
hanpur under the command of Mutahawwar Khan. This
was done against the advice of experienced Maratha gene-
rals who wanted him to return to Aurangabad or to go to
Ahmednagar and wait for the arrival of the Amlrul-
Umara's fresh forces from the North. But 'Alam 'All
Khan, in his youthful pride, disdaining retreat and con-
sidering prudence to be a confession of timidity, scorned
their advice. The Maratha chiefs knew that they had to
reckon with a general of valour and experience who had
been brought up in the traditions of Aurangzib and
against whom much caution was required.2
When Nizamu'1-Mulk heard of the advance of 'Alam
'All Khan, he sent him the coffins of Dilawar 'All Khan
and Sayyid Sher Khan, along with a message of conciEa-
tion, asking him not to precipitate a contest which would
cost many precious Muslim lives. But 'Alam 'All Khan
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